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Work ano Workers. 



A course of lectures on the Old Testament Literature is being given at 
Johns Hopkins University by Professor Paul Haupt, who is at the head of their 
Semitic department. He gave it as his judgment that the period during 
which the documents supplying the groundwork of the Old Testament were 
forming was about a thousand years. The earliest document was thought to 
be the Song of Deborah (Judges 5), written soon after the event it concerns, 
and not later than 1130 B. C. The latest document was that from which the 
Book of Esther was compiled, written about 130 B. C. He called attention to 
the absence of religious thought from David's lament over Saul which stands 
next in age to the Song of Deborah. 

In the January number of Biblia the notion is corrected that Egyptian 
sculptures represent the human body in an impossible pose, namely, the face 
in profile, the eye full length, the chest in front view, and the legs sidewise. 
In a photograph lately taken without any special aim by a Cairo dealer, a boy- 
appears kneeling, and there is given just the combination of features generally 
thought unnatural, the profile of the face, the full eye, front view of the chest, 
and the legs sidewise. This is the attitude of the modern native, without any 
constraint, when simply assuming an easy position. The true ideal, therefore, 
of the conventional Egyptian pose is a three-quarters view, modified by an 
omission of the much foreshortened parts beyond the profile — a simplification 
which was essential to an outline system of representation. 

The Biblia Publishing Co. will this month (February) issue the most 
complete edition ever published of the celebrated Egyptian theological work, 
the Book of the Dead. It is probably the oldest book in the world, was con- 
sidered by the Egyptians as inspired, and for over five thousand years its 
prayers, hymns and litanies were in use. Its account of the primitive religious 
belief is of surpassing interest. It shows that thousands of years before Old 
Testament history began the Egyptians had lofty conceptions of the Deity, and 
their moral standard was very high. Besides the translation of the Book of 
the Dead, the work will contain ninety-nine fac-simile plates of the papyrus 
original, and several explanatory chapters on The Religious Beliefs of Primi- 
tive Peoples, The Religion of Ancient Egypt, Animal Worship in Ancient 
Egypt, The Egyptian Pantheon, and The Symbolism of the Book of the Dead. 
The volume is edited by Dr. Chas. H. S. Davis. 

One of the most important books in the department of New Testament 
history in this decade is about to appear from the press of Williams & Norgate, 
London. It is entitled The Apostolic Age, by Professor Carl Weizsacker. 



WORK AND WORKERS. 149 

The Theological Translation Library of this publishing house, which some 
years ago gave to the English public a large number of the best liberal Ger- 
man works, is about to be resumed, under the editorship of Professor T. K. 
Cheyne, D.D. and A. B. Bruce, D.D. This volume of Professor Weizsacker's, 
translated by Rev. James Millar, is to constitute the first volume in the new 
series. 

A new English translation of the Diatessaron of Tatian, the first combi- 
nation of the four Gospels into one connected historical account of Jesus' life, 
made by this prominent Christian writer in the second century of our era, has 
just been published in England. Its title is an extended one, The Earliest 
Life of Christ ever compiled from the four Gospels, being the "Diatessaron of 
Tatian " (circ. 160 A.D.) The translation is a literal one, made from the Arabic 
version by J. H. Hill, B.D., and is accompanied by historical and critical 
introductions and notes. If the work has been well done, the book will be of 
not a little interest and value. It remains to be seen whether Mr. Hill has 
added anything to the material upon the Diatessaron already published by 
Rev. Samuel Hemphill and by Professor J. R. Harris. 

News comes at a late moment of the death in Edinburgh of Professor 
William Milligan, D.D., who held the chair of Biblical Criticism in the Uni- 
versity of Aberdeen. He had occupied this position for nearly forty years, 
and was one of the most distinguished scholars of Scotland. The work that 
he has done has had a permanent effect upon the progress of Christian knowl- 
edge and Christian practice. Several volumes remain as his legacy to the 
sincere public. The Resurrection of Our Lord, with its supplemental volume 
The Ascension and Heavenly Priesthood of Our Lord, constituting the Baird 
Lecture of 1891, his Commentary on the Apocalypse, Book of Revelation in the 
Expositor's Bible series, and the supplementary work thereto entitled Discus- 
sions on the Apocalypse, are the chief writings by which his influence will con- 
tinue among us. 

A translation of Dr. Gustaf Dalman's important work, fesus Christ in 
the Talmud, Midrash Zohar, and the Liturgy of the Synagogue, has been 
made into English by A. W. Streane, B.D. The texts are reproduced, and 
an introductory essay is furnished by Heinrich Laible. The publishers are 
Deighton, Bell & Co., Cambridge, Eng. 

The Copinger Collection of Latin Bibles, believed to be the largest of its 
kind in the world, has been given to the General Theological Seminary (Prot- 
estant Episcopal) of New York City. It contains 543 editions, in 1,364 volumes, 
some of which are the only copies in existence, such as the editions of 1483 
and 1618. It contains the Venice edition of 1619 which had the first metal 
engravings, the original edition of the translation from Hebrew of Pagninus, 
and the first edition in which the verses were numbered. The practical value 
of this gift, however, is not at all commensurate with its bibliographical value, 
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a point which the New York Independent thought it desirable to emphasize in 
the following trenchant but truthful language : " It is a very admirable thing 
to have such a collection in any public library which can afford that sort of 
luxury ; but it should be understood that it is little more than a luxury. 
Such a collection is rather the amusement of a bibliographer than the material 
for a scholar. It is very important to have the original text of the Latin Bible 
settled. That would be a scholarly work, a work which needs to be thoroughly 
done, a work which would be worthy of the ambition of any scholar because 
it would be a step toward settling the original Greek text. But a comparison 
of all the editions of the Latin Vulgate ever printed would give no help in 
that direction ; and for a student of the Bible the last and best critical text 
is better than all the rest put together. What our seminaries and colleges 
want is a working library for scholars, not a collection of curiosities for bibli- 
ographers." Which may be heartily endorsed. 

In a recent issue of a leading German theological paper Prof. Karl Budde 
wrote biographically of Abraham Kuenen. The following is a translated con- 
densation of his words concerning the great scholar lately deceased: "The 
publication of the last work from the pen of the late Abraham Kuenen makes 
a brief sketch of his character and methods a timely topic, especially as he has 
only too often been misjudged by those who do not accept his views with regard 
to the Old Testament books and their contents. In him the scientific research 
of the Old Testament in its modern phases has lost one of its very ablest rep- 
resentatives and expounders. No one has done more than he for the construc- 
tion of that organic view of the Sacred Scriptures of the Hebrews which is now 
current among those who have discarded the traditions of former generations 
in this regard. This is amply proved especially by his two grand works the 
Historisch-critisch Onderzoek and the godsdient van Israel, which show that 
he has worked in this field as few others. Intentionally do we say "worked." 
Kuenen was not a genius, he did not attain to truth and to his results by a 
sudden flash of inspiration. His conclusions were reached by a slow and tedi- 
ous elucidation and development of facts carefully gathered and sifted. His 
strength as a scholar lay in the harmony of his various gifts. No single one 
preponderated over the other. Linguistic feeling, critical insight, aesthetic 
inspiration, historical judgment, religious predispositions were all plentifully 
present in his mental and moral make-up, but these were present practically in 
an even measure. Over and above them all, and controlling and guiding them 
all, was a searching conscientiousness and a great and grand thirst for the 
truth. It is expressly to these ethical qualities that Kuenen can ascribe his suc- 
cess. Characteristic of his methods of research is their reliability (Sicherheit). 
He aimed at the greatest possible completeness in the collection of details, at an 
objectivity and impartiality of judgment, united with a coolness of decision 
and a circumspection of all the factors coming into play, things rarely found. 
He sought also to utilize all the materials accessible. It was rare that all the 
side and byways were not thoroughly investigated, and the conclusions possible 
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from his premises were always carried out to their uttermost limits, while the 
degrees of probability were determined in a most conscientious manner. These 
characteristics appear indeed in his larger works which have been made accessi- 
ble through translations ; but they are still more marked in his many articles in 
the Theol. Tijdschrift, of which he was the editor, and in the journal of the Dutch 
Academy of Sciences. These essays will be for all times models for scholarly 
research, just as Lessing's are to the present day. He who would like to know 
how to make thorough and scientific researches into any department of knowl- 
edge can do no better than to study closely the methods and manners of 
Abraham Kuenen. Especially is this the case in regard to the objective char- 
acter of the work. His ability of putting himself into the place of others and 
thinking over the thoughts of others, made him an ideal reviewer. He pos- 
sessed the rare gift of being able to do justice also to an adversary. He stood 
upon his post as the conserver of Old Testament science. While modest in 
his opinion of himself and his work, he inflicted powerful blows when the sub- 
ject to which he devoted his life was treated in an unbecoming and unscien- 
tific manner. 

Only an extraordinary man and a noble character could be the representa- 
tive of such ideals and methods ; and that Kuenen was such is testified to even 
by his opponents in the Dutch church, who knew him also as a factor and a 
force in the church work and its successes and reverses in the Netherlands. 
He has often been accused of being heartless, of being cold and indifferent to 
the true interests of the church. Those who knew him best know how false 
these representations are. The writer of these lines has long been a close per- 
sonal friend of Kuenen and has repeatedly enjoyed the hospitality of his house 
and home. To meet and associate with such a man was a delight and a profit. 
He shed about him the luster of a kindly friendship and a deep love. Who- 
ever knew him knows that all of his works were written in his heart's blood, 
and in the seemingly dry and abstruse scientific researches will still recognize 
the traits and characteristics of this noble man." 



